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secret of this terrible arm and monopolized its use in
fighting their enemies. They sometimes lent it to
their allies but without revealing its secret. Constan-
tine VII says in his history that this secrecy was im-
posed by Heaven, and that the angel who conveyed
the secret of this fire to Constantine the Great told
him that the Prince and the subjects should conceal
the secret of this blessing, otherwise disclosing of it
would be considered disobedience of God's order and
would bring about his indignation and punishment.
Thus this secret remained buried in Byzantine facto-
ries for about four centuries till the Arabs discovered
it at the end of the eleventh century, either by way of
analysis and research or by learning the secret of this
mixture from some Byzantine renegade.

The Arabs were the first to suffer from the
ravages of the Greek Fire. They experienced its horrors
and dangers for the first time in their first siege of
Constantinople (48 A.HU 668 A.D.) when the Greeks
directed it against their ships and camps putting them in
disorder more than once. It often repulsed the attacks
of the Muslims on the walls and ended by burning
most of their ships. In the second siege (97 A.H.,
717 A.D.) its ravages on the Muslims were severer.
It repulsed Maslama ibn Abdul Malik, with his great
army and fleets, from the walls of the city and
forced him to keep far from the European shores.
It afterwards forced him to raise the siege and to
withdraw with the remnant of his army to the
41 islands of the Archipelago. In that siege it destroyed
Hone of the greatest forces amassed by Islam against
1) Christianity.
It would be no exaggeration to say that it was the
Greek Fire which frustrated the plans of the Omayvad
"Caliphate:toconqugr Europe by way of Constantinople,